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To the People of Tennessee.

Fellow-Citizens:
The term for which I was elected to representyou in the Senate of the United

States being about to close, I feel it to be
m Ipks mv dutv than mv nrivilece. briellv
to submit for your delibera'e consideration
the course 1 have deemed it my duty to

pursue in the discharge of those high and
responsible duties. The strong, and 1 may
add violent opposition which was made to

my election, and the circumstances attending
it, afforded the strongest guarantee that any
error of judgment committed by me in the
discharge of my official duties would be
most promptly and effectually exposed tolhe
public gaze. It is scarcely to be expected
that 1 should, in the many impoitant and responsiblevotes which I have been required
to give, all of which are now on record, subjectto your impartial and rigid examination,
be exempt from error in every instance
They are before the public for their scrutiny
:imt ilpf'isirtn

I entered the Senate at the first session of
Congress held during Mr. Polk's administration,in which session it will be rememberedthe. policy of the Government was

changed from the Whig to the Democratic
creed. The recommendation of the President,in his annual message, to change the
tariff from specific to advalorem duties, ami
to abandon its protective f attires, thereby
leaving it as the tramers of the Constitution
intended it to be.exclusively a revenue

measure, met my entire and hearty concurrence,and received my hearty support, and
I have the gratification to believe that 1 contributedmy full share in the passage of the
tariff act of 1846.

Pending this session, the war commenced
between the Republic of Mexico and the
United States; and I presume it is scarcely
necessary for me to say that I gave my
zealous support, not only to the act recognizingthe existence of the war, but also to

every measure necessary to its vigorous and
successful nrusecution. This was closed bv
a treaty of peace, which also received my
support, and which was generally approved
by vou, that is unnecessary for me to dwell
longer on those events.

1 therefor' proceed to the consideration of
the several measures passed at the first sessionof this Congress. As these measures

were most fully and ably discussed by SenatorSoule, of Louisiana, I shall give such
extracts from his speech as may be necessaryto a full understanding of the questions
involved. Mr. Soule said:

u It was then first discovered by us of the
South, that it was actually necessary for us

to ask for a participation in the acquisitions
of the Mexican war, and for the constitutionalprovision in regard to reclaiming fugitiveslaves. We had to petition for our

rights,.to sue for the protection of interests
guaranteed by the Constitution ! How have
these matters been settled ? It is said that
the plan of their adjustment is so wise and
complete, that to hesitate before submission
is treason. This Compromise, as it is styled,
branches out into five distinct measures.

They are.First, the admission of California;Second, the formation of Territorial
Governments for Utah and New Mexico:
Third, the Fugitive slave bill; Fourth, tli*
abolition of the slave trade in the District oi
Columbia ; and Fifth, the determination ol
the boundary of Texas.

T.et ns crlanre at thcsi* «ovr»r:il ninoenrut
. O. .

We were just emerging lrotn a successfulwar,.a war, the great demerit of which
consisted in the fact that it was conducted
with singular ability and energy by a Democraticadministration,.a war opposed by
the fanatics of the North as most nefarious
and unjust. And yet, fellow citizens, when
that war had terminated, in adding vastly to
the territory and wealth o( the Union, these
fanatics claimed the lion's share of the spoils;
and what is worse, they succeeded to maintainingthat claim ! Without regarding the
great sacrifices and noble exertions of the
South on the many battle-fields which renderedthat war so glorious, let us contemplatethe share of pecuniary sacrifices which
we are called on to make in that behalf..
The cost of the war was seventy millions of
dollars. We bound ourselves in the treaty
to pay Mexico fifteen millions, and five millionsto our own citizens.making in ail,
which the people of the Union have to pnv
in the next ten years, on account of the
Mexican war, ninety mdlions. Out of this,
according to the ratio of taxation by the tariffadopted by the General Government,
the South will have to pay two-thirds, or sixty
millions. To a mercantile community tiie
statement of these facts and figures ought
not to be without their just weight.

But, fellow citizens, their demands stop
not here. The exhaustion of our pockets,
of our means, does not satisfy the ambition
of our oppressors ; if it ended here, we might
congratulate ourselves. If we were onlv
called on to pay two-thirds,.the whole
amount, or double, three, four, or a hundredfoldof the expenses of this war, I should
counsel submission, rather than endanger
the integrity of this Union, the harmony of
our people, or the peace of the countrv. I
would say, submit, submit, if such abnegationdoes not involve also the surrender of
your right* as freemen, of your honor as

men, and of your equality in this confederacyof sovereigns. Will I counsel you to submitto that last indignity ? No ! never !
(Good cheers.)

Under this so-called compromise, C difornia,with boundaries extended over mo
hundred and fifty-three thousand square miles
«.f territory, not one-ter.th of which had evet
been seen by he inh bita .ts, was admitted
into the Uni »n, with the Wd not Proviso embodiedin her constitution. On what grounds
were these erroneous pretensions based ?
To answer this question, let us consult the
friends, not the op|»onents of the CompromiseIt was with the North, C.dilo-nia sided ;
it was to the demands of that section her
people hearkened, and it was by th»ir permissionand power that she was brou r ,t into
the Union, because of the clause in her Constitutionembodying the VVilmot Proviso.
True, the South had freely poured out th>bloodof her sons.had contiibuted from liet
scant means, to defray the expenses of the
war.had made every sacrifice which hightonedpatriotism or honor could suggest, to
aid iu the a quisition of this territory, yetwas she excluded from all its broad extent,and debarred of all its benefits.

In vain did we of the South ask for some

protection against, or some limitation of

th:-sc enormous pretensions. We were voted
down. Not satisfied with excluding us

from California, they proceeded to shut as

out of Utah and New Mexico; by a territorialorganization, which if it did not expressly
exclude slavery, by placing the matter under
the control of a majority of Congress, actuallythrew us at the mercies of our enemies.
It was in-vain we demanded your rights ;
Congress would net protect them. You were

asking only an equal share in the territories
acquired,. and instead of listening to you,

! Cl.,l l,. I
or giving you an incu, wiey piutccucu iu

deprive ihe South of 83,000 square miles
cut vtl from the State of Texas, to make
more free soil territory, and then compel
you to pay $10,000,000 for the sacrifice.
(Loud applause.)
To show you the basis on which Mr.

Sor^E founded his conclusions, 1 now give
you an extract, in which he quotes from Mr.
Clay and Mr. Wbbsteh.

Mr. Cla y said :
" July 22d, 1850. Senators from the

Northern States might gi home to their constituents,after this measure shall have passed,
and say: ' We hare gut California, she is
sure; there is a prohibition of slauery in
her constitution that will last perhaps forever;whereas, the Wilmot Proviso would
have had limited and evanescent duration,
existing while the territorial form of governmentremained, but ending whenever the
State should come to form for herself a constitution.''This our Noithern senators

might sav with great propriety to their constituents.1 We have secured California for
you, she is dedicated now and forever to that
free-soilism which you so much prize.' Well,
but why, then, theyjnight reply, have you

1 not put in a restriction on the territorial bill,
so as to secure that, at least, until they becometo be ripe enough to form State governmentsfor themselves?.Wou'J it not he
a satisfactory reply to them to say, that in
your opinion, and in the opinion of a large
portion of the Senate.the law of nature
and nature's God excluded slavery from
these territories, and according to your own

opinion also, the i.ex i.oct of Ihe land also
excluded shivery. * **

[Loud laughter.]
Thus vou hav,» the opinions of these eminentmen on that Compromise, which we are

now told is so favorable to the South. Now,
Ipt us consult some other of the great lights
of th- North. I read from an artic'p, the
authnrship of which is generally attributed to
Mr. B ooks, a representative in Congress
for t e State of New Vo'k :

'' From the borders of Missouri to the
Pacific Ocean, and from the British dominions
there on the north, to Mexico on the south,
not a slave is now held, or can be held,
Wherever there is a State Government, it is
especially prohibited, and wherever there is

ja ter; itorial government, it is prohibited bv
the local munic pal Mexican 'aw. Congress
has not repe led that Mexican law, even

amid the most violent Southern effort so to
m ike it do. Congress has not established
slavery south of 36,30, though pressed so to
do by the wh de united Southern vote.
Liberty everywhere, in all our Mexican acquisitions^ally and practica'lv exists. The

I territory for which Southern blood was shed,
as well as Northern blood ; for which South-
em treasure was lavished, as well as North-!
ern treasure-, t> which the So :th had equal
rights with the North.all isovhs ! Whvjheap coals of fire on Southern heads ? Is it1
not enough to hate the soil free, to have
carried everything before us, without reproachingthe South more, exasperating it

further, and jeopardizing the very existence
of our glorious IJuiou ?"

Mr. SOULE then said':
u This is the language af a bold man, who

speaks out his sentiments in a manly and
open manner. * All is ours,' he says ; 4 all
of that land lor which so much Southern
blood was shed.so much Southe^fc money
spent.' And now, he asks, do not heap,
coals of tire on the head of the South ; do

» ^ ' 1 * ? C * I
not wrong ner lurtner ; ao nor impose luuncr

on her patience and submission ; put a limit
upon your ambition and aggressions. Oh,
fellow-citizens, when has the oppressor been
satisfied, as long as the oppressed was kneelingbefore him and asking mercy ? But we
were told that, although these were grievous
wrongs, we must acquiesce in them, because
they would bring peace to the nation, and
that, when such men as Cass, Dickinson and
Webster, had declared in their favor, the
people would hiarken, and be convinced.

" With this promise, the South was to be
hushed into silence. 1 read in a speech, delivereda short time ago at Baton Rouge,
this pledge, given in regard to the irresistibleinfluence of these great names. What
are the facts ? How is it in Massachusetts ?
Webster has lost every point, has been defeatedin every direction. His remorseless
enemy has been returned to Congress in his
own district, against all his influence. And
the 4 great defender of the Constitution,'
with slavery, the Fugitive slave bill, the
Compromise, and everything else, has been
thrown overboard! How is it with Dickinsonin New York? The legislature is overwhelminglyagainst him, and the great nationalUnion party there means Fish instead
of Dickinson. Cass has fared no better.
All his influence, backed by the popular Compromise,could not re-elect the very worthy
and intelligent gentlemen who represented
the Detroit district in Congress last year.
So much lor the weight of these great
names!

" But we are told that we must not doubt
that the Fugitive slave bill will be faithfully
executed. What are the facts on this point ?
There have been four attempts to execute

tins law. Two (Georgians went to ivias.sachusettsto claim their property, under the
Constitution.under the Comptomise. What
was their fate ? 'l'hey were three times arrested,put under bonds tor $30,000, and
finally compelled to leave the State without
their slaves. This is certainly a peculiar
mode of executing the Compromise, and
manifestingdevotion to the Constitution. At
Detroit, too, an effort was made by a slaveownerto avail himself of this law. He was

pursued bv tnobs, threatened, put in great
peril, and finally compelled to take. $300 for
his slave ; he would have taken much less, 1
presume, to get out of the scrape he was in
There was also a case in Pennsylvania.

An owner showed his title to a slave, runningthiough three generations. It was decidedthat the title was net established. In
mother case, in New York, three persons
:ame forward and swore the man .vho
:!aimed the slave had b>-en guilty of perjury.
And these, fellow-citizens, are the evilencesof the good feeling with which we

ire assured the North will carry out that
jill which constitutes our chief compensatorfor the concessions ot the Compromise.
Let me read again trom the New York Express,a conservative journal:
" Discontent, however, is now bitter,

never so bitter as now, between tbe two opnosingelements of which we speak. The
South is soured by losing all political power
n our vast Mexican acquisitions, and by
seeing the administration 01 me uovernmentvirtually pass from its hands. The
North, even amidst its greatest victor}!ever
\fet won over slavery, in the exclusion of
slavery from California, and its virtual
limitation to the places a here it now is, yet
refuses to carry out its solemn compact to
surrender fugitive slaves; for it is hut a

cheat for us to say we are opposed to the detailsof the Fugitive slave law, as ice arc

opposed to the principle itself. The stipulationin the Jederal compact is odious, inexecutableas yet, and we are nuUifiers in
spirit and in fact. Freemen will not be
" slave-catcherswe are daily told in responsibleorgans of the public press. Slavecatchingis unpopular; and to be popular
we turn nuUifiers, not only of the laws, but
of the Constitution itself

And thus you find the whole North proclaiming;that the passage of these bills
has killed slavery forever, and yet Ave who
proclaimed that such was the purpose and
object of these measures, and therefore opposedthem, are branded as traitors !

But oh ! the vio ence of some of the denouncersof those who stand by the rights of
the South .where will it end, when it seeks
to trample such men as Quitman and Davis
in the dust ? These men who have illustiatedyour national character by glorious
exhibitions of courag , heroism, and patriotism,who led the youth of your country to
victory on the fields of Monterey, Uuena
Vista, Cherubusco anil Chepultenec.these,
are now denounced as traitors by the verv

men who, during the war, invited the Mexicansto welcome them with bloody hands
and hospitable graves.the latter are the
patriots.the former traitors. [Loud cheers. J
Ah ! between such traitois and such patriots
i » i.1 !.. i
1 C'dllllUl IICMUIIC) JL Ulll 11IU llUIUflO .

[Long applause.we are with them too !]
But, fellow citizens, I have already detainedyou too long. (Cries of no ! no ! Go

on ! go on !)
This cry of Union.of the National Union

party. is a cunningly-devised net, thrown
over us by our political adversaries, to catch
and hold us. It will only catch those who
want to be^/caught. On this question there
can be birt two parties, a Northern a d
Southern party. What is the Union this
new party wants ? They seem to lose sight
of the Constitution altogether ; it s a dead
lt-tt-*r to them ; the word is not to be found
in ti eir vocabula y. Union! Union ! is their
only word. Disunion ! disuni n ! their onlycourse ! I will answer tlietn ; il they mean
the Union under the Constitution, we are all
lor it ; if they mean a Union out of the Constitution,I (or or.e, am against it. (Applause.)Who are disonio.iists r (Cry.
"the Whigs," and some confusion.) Are;
those disunioni«ts whc are for the Constitu-jtion and tn equal rights of the States.who]
observe the noble principle of asking nothhi'/
but u'hnt is right, and submitting to nothingthat is wrong.
They speak of traitors! There have 1, en,

two great traitors who are immortalized in
our history.the one an immortality of gl- ry,
the other an immortality of infamy. The
on? was George Washington, our first great
lender, who, rather than hend his neck to
the yoke of despotism, rather than submit to.

oppression, degradation and dishonor, became-atraitor to the British government and

* meielore you lornore 10 vnie agamsi
11! e final measure, because it secured so much
of what the North wanted ! Could you not

say that you were in danger of losing what
you also wanted in respect to the residue ol
the country? * * *' *

" The North gains the admission of Californiaas a free S ate, and the high probabilityof New Mexico and Utah remaining
or becoming free territory ; avoids any introductionof slavery by the authority of Congress;sees New Mexico detached from
Texas, with a high degree of probability.
from the nature of the climate and the ehaIracter of the soil, and from other circumstances,that New Mexico will ultimately
become a free State, and secures the aboli-
tion of ihe rlave trade in the District of Co- <

lumbia. Are not these objects of sufficient <

magnitude to satisfy ang moderate, rational, <

Northern wish's 7 * * *<

u What rights are sacrificed? What concessionof power and authority is made by' <

the North in this measure? * * '<
" To what power is the sacrifice made 1

here? * * * # t
" I ask him what right is sacrificed by the 1

North in this measure? Let him tell me if I
the North does not get almost every thing,
and the South nothing but her honor? 1

"Yes, the. honor of paying with her I
jnoney and blood for territory from which '

she is excluded! And what says Daniel
Webster? Hear him also: <

" July 18, 1850. What does she gain
by it? What does she lose by it? Why,
if this bill passes, Massachusetts, and the j
North gain what is quite an object to them,
the annexation ol California as a free State,
with her -present constitution.a very in-
tensely desirable object, as 1 believe to the

wholeNorth.
She gains that. She gains also, sir, the

mi iot iorr tUp Mnvirnn niiPfctinn timl

the Texan boundary, which, in iny judgment,as 1 haVe said, is tha most important
of all these matters, because most immediatelymenacing evil consequences, if such
consequences be arrested by this or some
similar, measure. She gains the quiet of
New Mexico.she gains the settlement of
the Texan boundary.ohjects highly desiriable.
Now, the question, therefore,.and I adJ

dress myself to the gentlemen of the North
.is this : Is the probability of the exclu-
sion of slavery from New Mexico by natural
causes, so high and strong, and conclusive,
as that we should act upon il as we act upon
the same degree of probability applied to
other questions in civil, moral, and social!
|if.» ; *

1 II it be not so, if anything further is necessaryto be added to that, here we have
laid before us an authenticated expression o!
the inhabitants of that country, who, it is
agreed, on all hands, have the ultimate right
of decision upon the subject, that they are

opposed to it.
And how is it with the South ? Why, 1

think the South, the slaceholding Strifes, if
all these measures pass, will ga'n an ae-1
ceptable and satisfactory mode far the re!clamation < f stares. As to the territorial
acquisitions, I am bound in candor to say,
that taking Maryland for example, as one of
the South, Maryland trill gain exactly what
Massachusetts I ses,.that it nothina at all.

a benefactor to the whole human race

(Loud cheers.^ There waa no submission in
that glorious traitor. His fame will grow
brighter with the lapse of time, and unborn
generations will hymn his praise. The other
grert traitor was Benedict Arnold, who betrayedthe canse of liberty, bartered his characterfor filthy lucre, and descended to poster-
ity accursed ol ail men. 1 hus is the came

name applied to widely different characters
and actions.
What shall we do then ? What remedy

have we ? [A voice, " resist."] No.we
have not reached the point where we should
resist. That can only be when all other
remedies are exhausted. Let us be prepared
for resistance, when that necessity comes

upon us. Let us then with bold hearts and
firm resolutions, resist the last sad exigency.
But are there not some remedies and securitieswhich honor, dignity, and a just regardfor our rights require us to demand ?
Should we not demand a repeal of the law
abolishing the slave trade in the District of

Columbia, and erase from the statute book,
this surrender of the principle which will
serve as a precedent for future aggressions ?
Unless repealed, what shall we do ? [A
voice, "transport the negroes."] So say
the abolitionists, transport the negroes!

Bnt who is to reimburse the South for
three millions of slaves? where are the fifteenhundred millions of dollars to come from ?
What, too, would become of the people and
of the country from which so large a number
of laborers are subtracted ?

As long as there is a peaceful remedy for
our irrievanoes. we should abstain from vio-
lent ones. I can only hurriedly sketch such
remedies as have suggested themselves to

my mind. We must tirst assert that the late
measures of Congress, inflicted wrongs on

the South, which must be redressed. Such
of these measures as may be repealed, you
ought to insist upon being repealed. Of that
character is the abolition of the slave trade
in the District of Columbia. Moreover, you
should demand some compensation for past
injuries and wrongs, and some security for
the future, some certain guarantee against
continued aggression,.something that can

give you peace and security in the Union!
When you h ive obtained this justice, then
sing paeans to the Union. 11, however, you
Wish to encourage and invite further aggression,if you wish to bring dishonor, disgrace
and ruin on (.be Soutn,.to make our lovely
country a Paria in the republic, composed of
dependants on the lavor ol the strong, end
suppliants (ir their rights, then submit to
these oppressions, and sink to the level of
your slaws, and take their places in the so

cial and political scale ! [Loud applause.]
The submissionists claim to be the NationalUnion paity. What are the creed

and principles of that party, and who are its
prominent andleading men North and South.
Mr. Clay, the author of the so called
measures et Cumpromise, tPlls us tost no

earthly consideration could induce him to
vote to extend slavery into territories now

free, and he then informs us that the territoriesacquired from Mexico are bee by force
uf the M -xican laws.then no ea thly considerationcould ind.uce him to give a vote

giving one inch of these territories to the
South. In what, then, does he difler on

this question, from our most bitter opponents
of the North. In this Seward agrees to all
of Mr. Ci.vy's doctrines. They both agree
that no earthly consideration could induce
them to permit slavery to go to any part of
these .territories, and their only difference is
that Seward desires to make assurance

doubly surebv adding the Wilmot Proviso to
the Mexican law. They agree about the
end to he accomplished, to wit: the exclusionof the South. What does it matter to
the Southern people, if they are to be excludedfrom a country acquired Hv thenbloodand treasure, whether exclusion be
effected by the Wilmot Proviso, or the
Mexican proviso. 1 have no more respect
for a Mexican than I have for Wilmot.in
fact, no respect for either.

Mr. Clay is the author of the bill to abolishthe slave trade in the District*of Columbia.When this measure a few years ago
was offered by a Northern fanatic, it producedmuch excitement and a united oppositionin the South; but now, as it comes

from Mr. Clay, it is constituted one of the
great pillars of the so called "National
Union party." Mr. Clay's bill proposed to

purchase a much larger portion of slave territoryfrom Texas to be converted into
"free-soil," than did finally receive the
sanction of Congress, and he opposed every
attempt to reduce the quantity thus embraced
in his bill. Is there a fanatic in the North
who does not desire to convert slave into
free territory. Now, as manifested by these
measures, what is the difference between
Mr. Clay's sentiments and views, and
those of the " Free-soilers" of the North.
These measures are certainly all one-sided
...,i »i.. TvTr..»i.
auu III iw I Wl Wl UH- i'UI III. X llv-jr Cllt t^VIUsive,sectional, unequal, unjust, and oppressive.By t lie in, the people of the South are

excluded unjustly, and I think unconstitutionally,from any benefit or enjoyment of
a country acquired by the blood of their
sons and their treasure. They are also excludedfrom that section of country purchased
from Texas, where slaveiy was recognized
and protected by the Texas constitution.
They are now forbidden, under pain of a forfeitureof their slaves, from bringing them to
the District of Columbia, there to be kept
until removed elsewhere for sale. But we

are told that as a full and adeq ate compensationfor this concession and sacrifice of
Southern rights, interests, and homr, we

have obtained the passage of a law which
secures to us our constit tional right of havingdelivered up to us the slaves who may
escape into the non-slaveholding States.
This is no concession to the South, it is a

right under the Constitution which all the
officers, Feieial and Sta'e, civil and military,are solemnly sworn to support. It is a

melancholy fact, however, that this provisionof the Const tution has, in the North,
been m> st shamefully violated by the legislators,who, in disregard of their solemn
onlhs, have enacted laws to thwart and defeatits execution, and also by the judges,
justices, and other officers, in disregarding
the provisions of the Constitution, and by

_il .. »_ ) i il.
rucci in iiiui niimcm» iiiw uiiciHlMifutioiialenactments}. Will thev do any betternow. Wi.l tbev regard the act of Congressas of any higher authority than the

Constitution, or will they n >t resort to their
old tricks, and dclent both the Constitution
and the law. Judging from the signs o( the
tones, there can be no doul t of it. But
what is the position of Mr Ci.ay, tl e Southernhead of this " National Union party,"
on this subject 'Tis true that ha desires
to see the law continued on the statute book
and faithfully executed; but in advance, be

notifies the Northern wing of this " Nations!
Union party," that if they choose to repeal

' this law for the re-capture of fugitive slaves,
still he and his associates will adhere to and

- maintain the Union, which will no doubt
have the effect of encouraging thein to re'peal the law.

This would not be the Union created by the
Constitution which he and hi s associates
would support and maintain, but it would be
a Union built upon the ruins of that sacred
instrument of our fathers, for sectional power,
aggrandizement, and emolument, to the
great degradation, dishonor, and ruin of the

I i. :» i.i i ii
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without the Constitution, which, for one, I
could not sanction nor support, and yet, it
would be called " the glorious Union." We
had better, I think, look to principle, and
cherish, protect, and at all hazards preserve
and transmit to our children, improved, if
possible, the equality, rights, liberties, privilegesand immunities as citizens, which were

purchased by the sacred blood of our ancestors.cementedand guaranteed by the Constitutionof the United States, and transmittedas a legacy to js. This is the Union for
which I am willing to fight, and these the
great pillars which I most earnestly uphold
and zealously support. I do not, therefore,
listen to the hypocritical cry of Union !.
Union !.glorious Union!.treason!.traitor!

But there are those who never had any
respect for General Jackson, who are now

endeavoiing to manufacture political capital
by distorting his views and sentiments, and
we frequently hear them repeating a toast
that he once gave." The Union.it must
be preserved." This is a noble and patrioticsentiment, and if used in the sense in
which it was given, ought and would receive
the highest respect of every patriot in the
land. What Union did General Jackson,
in this sentiment, mean ? Did he not mean

the Union created by the Constitution of the
United States, and the liberty, equality, and
blessings it secures to the American people ?
Can it be believed that he, under any circumstances,would ever sanction a violation
of that Constitution which he had solemnly
sw rn to support? No.never! Nor would
he, under any circumstances, ever support
any Union, or any form of government,
which did not secure to the States and the
people equality of rights, liberty, property,
and the pursuit of happiness. Let the old
chief speak for himself. In his larewell address,when speaking on this subject, he
said that, * "'

" Motives of philanthropy maybe assigned
for this unwarrantable interlerence, and weak
men may persuade themselves for a moment
t iat they are laboring in the cause of humanity,and asserting the rights of the humanrace ; but every one, upon sober reIb'ction,will see that nothing but mischief
can come from these improper assaults upon
the feelings ind rights of others. R;st assuredthat men, found busy in this work of
discoid, are not worthy of your confidence,
and deserve your strongest reprobation."
"In the legislation of Congress, also, and in

every measure of the General Government,
justice to every portion of the United States
should be faithfully observed. No free governmentcan stand without virtue in the peo-
pie, and a loftv spirit of patriotism : and it
the sordid feelings of mere selfi hness shall
usurp the place which ought to be filled bypublicspirit, the legislation of Congress will
soon be converted into a scramble for per-
sonal and sectional advantages."

" It is true that cases may be imagined
disclosing such a settled purpose of usurpation
and oppression on the part of the Governmentas would justify an appeal to arms.

These, however, arc extreme cases, which
we have no reason to apprehend in a governmentwhere the powe- is in the hands of
a patriotic people ; and no citizen who loves
his country would, in any case whatever, resortto forcible resistance, unless he clearly
saw that the time had come when a freeman
should prefer death to submission."
Why organize a new party ? Are both

the old political parties profligate and corrupt
and therefore not to be trusted, or have they
shown a want of patriotism ? What can the
people of Tennessee do to preserve the
Union ? She is an interior State. She has
a less number of slaves than those. Southern
States bordering oathc Atlantic Ocean, and
labor is not so profitable as it is in those
States. Has she threatened to dissolve the
Union, or shown a want of a proper respect
and dcrVution to the Constitution of the United
States ? If not, why create a new party in
the State to be stiled the " National Union
Party"? Have the Whig and Democratic
parties been broken up and dissolved, or

have they lost their national character, and
become mere sectional parties, and if so, let
us enquire what principle or measure destroyedtheir national organization and characterand reduced them to mere sectional or

local, parties ? Did the South encroach upon
the North, or the North upon t e South, by
which their organization has been dissolved,
and their peace, harmony and good feelings
broken un and destroyed, so that thev ran-

not again unite. How are all these differenceso( opinion, bickerings and bitter feelingsto be compromised and settle! and adjusted,so as to preserve the consistency, the
rights and principles of each section, in this
so called " National Union Partv" ? But
to return to the point.what can Tennessee
do to dissolve or preserve the Union? If
the South are to remain divided among themselvesby means of this u National Union
Party," or by any other means, Northern
aggressions on Southern rights will not cease,
but will continue until they consummate their
nefarious purposes.

If the South would unite and resolve to
resist those ag 're>sions, the North would
desist, the Constitution and Union would he
prose: Ved, and the equality, onor, interest,
and rights of the South would be permanentlysecured. Will this National Un on

party effect this o joct? Mr. Cl,ay, the
Southern head of it, is not for resistance,
but submission to these aggressions. He,
therefore, is for the Union, a'though the
rights of the South, and the Constitution of
the United States should he di regarded and
trampled under foot by the Northern eople.Can he carrv the extreme Southern
States with him? If not, his policy in pre
senting to the North a division in the South
will hut stimulate and encourage t e North
to new aggressions, and the ex reme South
not following in the lead of Mr. Clay, will
prescribe the measure and mode of their re1sistonce, and thus they will secede and disJsolve the Union. In all this, Tennessee
will have had nothing to do; she may have
remonstrated, if you please, against this extrememeasure of her Southern sisters, but
the deed will have been done, and done
against your wishes. What then is to be

11 done? A grave question is submitted for
vour action and decision. That is, the Union
oemg thus dissolved, where will you go?
W ll you fall into line.eftoulder your musket,and light side -by side with the AboliItionists of Use North for the purpose of whipj
ping your Southern brethren into abject sub'mission to the insults, outrages, and wrongs
which it is not necessary here lusher to cha;racterize and portray. No, fellow citizens!
never would Tennesseeans thus degrade
themselves, and dishonor the graves of their
fathers. What, then, would you do ?.
Would you unite your destinies with the
lV«l> In APiIaM tUni Mn AAntinlla
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their aggressions on you? Would it be
either your interest or policy to do so?
Where, may 1 inquire, are your markets for
all your surplus products? Where do you
send your pork, horses, mules, grain, &c.?
To the North or to the South? Tell me
when Tennessee has sold one dollar's worth
of her surplus to a free State? I answer.
Never! On the contrary, some of the free
States compete with you in your own market,and that of the other Southern States.
If you : ttached yourselves to the North,
thereby becoming aliens to the Southern
Republic, in sending your surplus to that
section, you would be required by their revenuelaws to pay a duty or tax on them, if,
indeed, they would permit you to trade with
them at all. Again.what would become
of the Mississippi river, and your right to
navigate it. I need not, and will not, prosecutethis inquiry further. It is too absurd
to suppose that you would, in such a result,
hesitate a single moment. You would, ol
course, go with the South, and, if fighting
was to be done, you would be found wheie
your fathers were fouud, in the war of the
revolution.on the side of the oppressed,
battling for equality, honor,liberty, and right,
and there you would find the whole South.
The agricultural interests of the. South

have been taxed and oppressed long enough
by congressional legislation, for the unequaland unjust purpose of enriching the manufacturerof the North ; it is therefore high
time, that we should foster and encourage
our own citizens, in their agricultural and
manufacturing pursuits over those who have
deprived us of our equality and rights, by
imposing a duty or tax on all the fabrics and
productions grown or manufactured in the
non-slaveholding States, and thus wc would
accomplish several important objects. This
policy it it should prevail in all the Southern
States, which from present indications I
think it will, would give to the South-western
States the exclusive market in the Southern
States for their flour, pork, grain, horsee,
mules, &c., &c., to the exclusion of the nonslaveholdingStates, and it would inevitably
enhance the value ot those articles considerablyand at the same time, it would give encouragementto our people to engage in
manufacturing as it would cut off in a great
degree Northern compe'ition in the Southernsections of the I nion, or at least it would
give them the advantage in the market to
the extent of the tax. This is not all the benefitsof this system of policy. The revenue
thus raised would go very far to relieve the
people from the onerous taxation now imposedon them and lastly, it would teach the
yanky, that we knew our rights and were
resolved to maintain them ; and his purse beins'nearest his heart, it would br:nsr him to
o

.
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a sense of justice. There is no section or

State whoss interest and prosperity would
be more promoted by this measure than
those of Tennessee. By means of the railroadsnow being constructed, a cheap and
quick conveyance will be affo ded the peoIpie for the transportation of all their surplus
produce into all the Southern States. Will
Tenncsre, in view of all these advantages,
co-operate with the Southern States in this
benign, just, and necessary policy^ or will
she continue to advocate a policy, the effect
of which is to enrich the ISorth at the expenseand depression of the South. If this
policy would not preserve the constitutional
Union given us by our fathers, I know of
nothing that would, for t! at Union I am a

warm, zealous, and devoted advocate, but if
that sacred instrument is to be trampled unJ
der foot and the Union of equals among the
States and their citizens which it creates.
prostrated, I care not whether it shall have
been superinduced by a fanatical feeling or

from a lust of political power sought rnd acquiredby usurpation, and a plain and palpaIble violation of the Constitution. The end
and the motive are the sa ne, the nefarious
purpose of Jegrading, oppressing and ruin!ing the South. The Union which meets my
sanction and support is that Union which
gives to the people of every section that
equality, liberty, freedom and justice achievedby the blood of our common ancestors in
the war of the revolution and by them securedto their descendants, in and by theConstitutionof theUnitcd Slates; this is theUnion
to which I owe allegiance and to no other.
It was to secure to you these blessings that
I so strenuously contended at the last sessionof Congress and for nothing more. I
did not ask or demand any exclusive privi!i j_. r i iJ
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ieage ior you, 1 oniy uemanneu your equal
rights to enjoy the acquired territories and
which were so invidiously and unjustly deinied you.

In view of all these aggressions, and in
I view of the system of policy which it is clear
and manifest the North has marked out for
their future course, and, as but one course,
in my judgment, can put an end to the ceasejless agitation and nggiession, and that is

J union and concert of action on the part of
the South, I most earnestly advise you to
that union and concert of action with your
Southern friends. Resistance is necessary
to check the further progress of aggression
I do not mean that I would resort to disunion
or secession as tfie remedy for past aggr ssons, but I would sav, that other measures
ought to be adopted and tried before we
should resort to such extremities.thev
should be the last alternative. I would
adopt measures of retaliation, by imposing a
tax on Northern fabrics and productions. I
would not only defeat the protective tariff
policy of the North, which prompts them to
imtiose a hicrli tnrilt nnl roici roonmm V>nf

r .. " fs" .IfUV

to enable them to sell their goods in the
South nt enormous prices, which impoverish
us and enrich them, but I would tax their
goods, so as to place them in fair comp ti[t on with foreign goods, and thus raise a
revenu s sufficient to support your State government,and relieve the people from all other
taxation. In this way you would reach the
interest of the. yank?e, and in so doing you
would touch his heart also. This system
would soon bring the North to a sense of
justice ; but so far from this being the policy
of the present administration, we see Mr.
Fillmore, the acting President of the
United States, having accomplished his freesoilviews at the la$t session of Congrcs'»
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by ths passage of the so-cx lied M Compromisebills/' seeks now to convert the freemenof the South into slaves for the Abolitionistsof the North, by recommending
the imposition of a protective tariff or tax on

the Southern people, not to raise a revenue
to meet the exigencies of the Government,
but to enrich the manufacturer of the North.
In plain English, he desires to take the proceedsof the labor of the Southern man, and
give it to the capitalist of the North.

1 have not yet poticed the Northern head
of the " National Union party." I am uliableto say whether it is Webstkr or Cass,
or some other uch man, but be be who he
may, it is quite certain that he would not be

D a.i at si o aI a a
more ooumern man me oo^iuern neau ot
the same party.
We are told that the President will see

that the Fugitive slave law is faithfully
executed.this he has not yet done. But
how can he, or will he enforce this law ? To
do so, he must keep in all the free States a

sufficient number of troops to suppress and
put down the lawless mobs and insurrectionswhich are so frequently raised to resist
and defea'. the execution of this law. If
the enforcement of laws require a standing
army, how dis.ant are we from a militarydespotism ? It is true the resistance to that
law is offered mainly by the depraved aid
profligate, but they are led by those of the
highest position, and are opposed by whom *

Let the history of recent cases answer.
These are the brethren to whom we are requiredso closely to adhere; but who, them
is reason to believe, are in the pay of this
British, whose policy and object it is to dit*'
tract and divide the American people, and
finally to overthrow our Government* Thu#
the alternative is submitted to the South.
either to submit to British dictation and control,through their instruments in the North,
or to resist the oppression, and to maintaintheir rights and liberties. That you
may see I am not mistaken, 1 give you lh»»
following evidence, contained in a statement
which astounded me very much when (
heard it made by the distinguished senatofromSouth Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun.) (
use it for th; purpose of showing the connectionof this party of Abolitionists with foieignpower. Me said:
" Now, sir, I come to Texas. Perhaps no

gentleman had more to do with the acquisitionof Texas than myself; and I aver that
I would have bepn among the very last individualsin the United States to have tnadu
any movement at that time toward the acquisitionof Texas; and I go further and say, .

if I know myself, 1 was incapable of acquiringany territory simply on the ground that
it was to be slave territory. No, sir, a verydifferent motive actuated me. I knew at a

very early period, that the British Governmenthad given encouragement to the Abo-
litiomsts who were represented in the World's
Convention. The question of abolition was

agitated ir> that convention ; and one gentlemanstated that Mr. A lams informed hiin
that, if the*B.itish Goverpment chose to
abolish slavery in the United States, they
must commence at Texas. A committee
from this World's Convention was sent to
the Secretaiy o! State. It so happened that
this, very gentleman was present when the
intercourse took place between Lord Aberdeenand that committee, and he gave him
a full account of it shortly after that occurrence,stating that Lord Aberdeen fell into
the project to give encouragement to the
Abolitionists."

If the Union should be dissolved, what
will be its effect upon the various States ?
The South are bound and united together
by, an indissoluble bond.the institution of
slavery.they have a unity of interest, of
feeling, and of sympathy, that nothing could
rend asunder.they produce sugar, cotton,
tobacco, hen.p and rice; in a word, they
produce all thcstaple commodities which regulateand control the trade and exchanges betweenthis country and foreign nations. We
are told that a dissolution will produce c:vil
war; this is not an argument addressed to
our reason and understanding, but to our

timidity or fears, and may therefore be
termed the " raw-head and blojdy bones"
argument, which can have no effect upon
the worthy and legitimate descendant of our
revolutionary sires. But the argument itselfis false. If disunion should come, the
free States have nothing to bind them together,and they wou'd probably form as

many separate republics as there are now

States. They would not, and could not
unite in the unholy attempt to whip the
South into submission. No republican form
of government can be held together by the
sword and bayonet. This can only be done
by monarchs. No free American can ever
submit to become the abject slave of tiyanny
and oppression, come from what quarter it
may. No, fellow-citizens, the proud and
lofty spirit of '76 will rekindle itself in the
hearts ol the worthy descendants of their
revolutionary sires, and by their stout hearts
and strong arms, they will indignantly and
resolutely repel and resist any and every attemptto rivet the yoke of oppression u[on
their necks. But it is not my purpose at
present to discuss the effects of a dissolution
of the Union. If that said-event ever should
come, I will not anticipate it; sufficient for
the day is the evil tiiereof.

If the compromise bills had not passed,
the Union would have been in no clanger.
It was the passage of these biils that alienated
the lieaits and affections of so many worthy
and patiiotic men of the South. I labored
to prevent this melancholy event and to preserveand perpetuate the Union in the heaats
and affections of the people. The only possiblemode, in my judgment of giving it stabilityand perpetuity.

I am censured by some for my course in
the Senate of the United States during the
last session of Congress upori the slavery
niiestinn. and I shall rnntpnt mcsplf thprp-
fore by discussing only such questions as

may seem to effect my integrity of purpose,
consistency or patriotic motives.

Will the North execute in good faith the
so called "Compromise" ? They have obtainedthe whole of the territory acquired
from Mexiio to Free-soilism. They have
acquired enough of slave territory from Texas
to make two more free States,and they have
abolished the slave trade in the District of
Columbia. All these are concessions to the
North. Having obtained all th:s, will they
now act as American citizens and abide by
the plain letter of the Constitution of the
United States and the laws p ssed in pursuancethereof, or will they in violation of both
continue their interminable agitation and
warfare upon the institutions of the South ?
Will they execute, in good faith, the Fugitiveslave law ? I did not before the passage
of these measures, nor do I now, believe, we
are to hive peace'and quiet; on the contrary
I fear the passage of these measures will ^ivs


